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21stcentury has
proughctonvarda  SEZRRL HIGGINS
of new thinking
towardsa gentler,
greenerway. A
number of forward- thinking gar-
denersare now lookingattherole  engine room of the garden, whichis
of soil where gardenplants, not o home to over one quarter ofallliving
‘mention most oflife, starts. specieson thisplanet;hasinsomany
SEEcem e e

‘working to improve the quality of
the soil and in turn the quality of the
plants.Soilis comprised on average
‘of 25%water, 5% air, 45% mineral
andabout5?% organic matter.

‘Within it, Mary explains, soil

This of coursesnotgoodnews  containsbacteri, ungialgae,
forIreland’sgardeners—orthe  mites, worms, ants, maggotsand
plants or vegetables they are trying  grubsall of which work together
to establishiin the garden. almostas an engine room.

Sometimes solutions are Soil organisms can process
staringatus in the face, 25,000kg of organic matter (the
‘as Mary Minnock,a weight of 25 cars) ina surface:
passionate exponent of area equivalenttoa soccer
all things thatinvolve use: fieldinayear.
of soil, ells me. Mary has ‘Butwhatif partof this
beeninvestigating why the engine room is missing,
turned offor comatose, as
GRUB'S UP: Worms are vl it were? Plants and vegeta-

10 healthy soi ~and blackbirds blesare far lesslikely to be
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. 7 important notto compactit. G acteria which produce
Putin theground - e o oo e e
plank when diaging and onty wor ping the life cycle within the
work now to get iyl i o
=HOW ok o g o
nutrients in the e ki e oo
- : Femains wet inwinter and the sol. stum, and magnestum avaflable
earth going again... s o por v
S0INS AZAIT ) Scasione oy B
W gy (B stmlarobing-gcktheine-
Noonmesm8e B Gentscomect fomhesart
oot bal o that roots can spread, and youwon'tgoto far wrong.
Constantlywet sols are lacking “This Is where Mary Minnock

inoxygenwhich wil suffoeateyte ‘canhhelp. Havingustcomploted

plants rootsystem. There isafine: extensivesoll rosearch, she has
Ealance between notenough Taunched aproduct to combat

Wwater and oo muchwater ‘comatose sl called Soll Renew:
excess water kil offfragie Fullof organic plant matter and

‘awhole ccosystem of microor-
ganisms s already saling well
InFrance.

Prices startat €11.50 for Lskg,
€40 for 10kg. Soll Renew willbe
I vial toget thebbasics correct.  Killes, pesticides and fungicides  keepingtheacid balances within  avallable In garden centres and

Ifthesofl snot happy, thenyour  arethe enemy hereastheykill thesoll correct. shops from Tuesday, 22 April.
Itsalsoavallableonlineat www.

plants n winter and early spring,

healthy themselves,and In turn
areless effclent contributors to
the wellbelngof thesoll. plants certalnly won'tbe. offthemicroscoplcbugs and Mary belleves the best way o

sollrenewlreland fe.

‘Toavold thisnegativecycle, it Onceagaln,chemicals, weed grubs that aresolmportantto  combat this problem s toactIn





